2026 Slam Presentation Instructions

Description: Slams are short, 5-minute talks designed to engage and entertain while
disseminating information in an easy-to-follow format in order to reach a wide audience. Slams
typically avoid scientific jargon and use well-chosen pictures and metaphors to explain complex
topics. Slams are opportunities to tell stories about your work and pose questions or ideas that are
hard to do in traditional academic avenues. Don’t be afraid to be bold or provocative! Slams will be
delivered following plenary addresses and will be attended by all conference delegates (i.e., they are
notin small breakout rooms).

Example of Slam presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyWpOGvUsCU

Presenter Instructions: Please review the attached power point presentation for additional
resources and a sample presentation format. Slides are for example only and do not need to be
used or followed. There is no minimum or maximum number of slides, but typically fewer is better
and focus on being visually appealing.

Please ensure your presentation is uploaded in our Google Drive using this link (https://

drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IETYSueca5TZmrkvFeMkEswShuzzkmRAF?usp=sharing) 7 days

prior to the conference (Thursday, September 16") so we can make one seamless Slam

document to minimize transition time. Please save your file as 'Presenterlastname_slam_SIRC'

Tips: . - , .
e Structure the presentation as a “mini TED Talk.” This approach can help emphasize clear

and engaging storytelling as a method to communicate and translate research to a broader

audience.

o Focus message and utilize visuals verses text to enhance storytelling.

e Practice brevity to ensure presentation isn’t more than 5 minutes.

e Be aware of your body language — gestures are important and underscore the importance of
the message.

e Good illustrations are important! Simple cartoon illustrations make it easy for the audience
to understand meaning.

e Slams work best with one presenter. Presenters can have a slide acknowledging their team
but should select one person to deliver the slam.

e Slams will be delivered following plenary addresses and will be attended by all conference
delegates (i.e., they are not in small breakout rooms).

e While Slams should be engaging to listen to, they are not participatory talks (i.e., the
presenter should plan to talk for their allotted time and not engage with the audience for
Q/A or discussion.
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